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® Civil Defense Officials
" Interested in New Alarm

Torrance's gadget

the entire U,

Chatten, inventor
beach - cleaning machine,
dreamed up a
C AR ) et LU

minded in:| pnuslvt device ‘for
ventive genius, Vie Chatten, has|entire Los Angeles County in
come up with an idea designed|case of 'an air attack.
to rock the county and perhaps

of a 18tonhlock as a warning method, Chat-

"‘Pl“ and h"'“ St., hit upon a method so sim-

alerting the

Disgusted  with the futility of
installing  sirens  every other

has|ten, who lives at 1567 W, 215th

L EN.

M  AGENTS

m(Plc he wonders why someone
hasn't thought of it before now.
| Chatten's warning device
| simply consists of shooting a
| skyrocket-type charge into the
| air which will let go with a
| triple blast.
N ‘It can
of 10 miles,
| claims,

“On the way up the rocket
will give out a high pitched
|seream—a sound which can not
'be confused with any other
|sound we commonly hear,” says
|the 39.year-old inventor.
| “When the three. . blasts
| boom out across the land from
| an elevation of 1000 feet every-
| one will hear it. A mian crank-
| ing a motorboat at the beach,
| & woman frying bacon in the
kitchen, or a ‘machinist bend-
ing over a lathe in a noisy fac.
tory. If they don’t hear it,
they’ll feel it.

“Anyone who lives within 10
miles of the Los Angeles Coli-
seum can hear the rockets ex-
ploding on the Fourth of July.
IThc rocket-like charge in this

eard for a radius
inventor Chatten

alert device will be severgl times|,

as powerful and will be dis-
charged from a higher and more
effective altitude.”

Cost of the device, says Chat
ten, is nominal.

“This system, including the
cost of launching rack and pow-
der charge, can save: the state
at least 75 per cent of what they!
are now spending for sirens.
Only this month the City of Los
Angeles is spending $4100 to re-
locate four sirens, The state is
f $61,000 to install sirens
every_ other block in Los An-
geles.”For that aniount of money
the rocket method can be in-
stalled almost ‘over the entire
state,” says Chatten,

The ' inventor proposes the
launching tubes be located on
the roofs of fire ‘stations
throughout the county. .

“Fire stations are manned 24
hours a day. They are connect-
ed with central points of control
by radio, telephone, and-in some
cases by teletype—three - meth-
ods of communication. There
would be no manning cost.
“Push of a button and the en-
tire county will know it is time
to duck—that something or the
other is on the way. With the
present ineffective * sirens; half
the people in, the county ' will
never hear them. The other half
will aassume it is another traffic
victim enroute to the hospital in

- STOP

HARD WATER
SPENDING!

Your hard water for dishes, laundry and bath
uses from 2 to 3 times as much soap as is
needed with soft water. We give you 100%

soft ‘water; no equipment to buy, no |

i work to do! Call us for a demonstration.

| the power to fire the rockets.

Everyone who has studied
Chatten‘s method s all for it,
Everyone, that is except siren
and whistle mamifacturers and
the federal government.

One high state Civil. Defense
official said of Chatten's plnn
“Fine! ! e

made in the near future,

—HE
READY TO GO . . . Inventor Vic Chatten says his new Air Raild Warning System is “ready
to go.” Here he is shown putting the final cap on his invention preparatory to tests to be
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too. Only"one thing wrong with
it. The federal government likes
sirens.”

The loeal inventor is willing
to take his method back to the
government proving grounds. in
Maryland to deonstrate the ef-
fectiveness of the rockets and
of the method of launching them.
The rockets are launched
from a device that looks like
two yardlong pipes standing
on _end. A battery furnishes

One tube ‘I8 used for an alert:
ing charge, the other for the
‘“all clear” charge. The entire
unit is self-contained land: is
not dependent upon a vontrul
power supply.

“If under the present method

of alerting the county, a power!
failure develops — pwfoof, and

we | 3

ean find.
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the Best Food and Serviue you
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vou ve got nu sirens,” says Chat-

'I‘he mechanlcal minded inven-
tor was' asked, “What's in it
for you, Mr. Chatten?” *

“Well, since I don't own any
stock in a powder company or|
a pipe company, mot much is
loft for me. The: rockets will
cost about $25 and may never
bé fired. So there isn’t much
éxpense there. Topping that, is
the simplicity of the launching
rack which can be manufactured
for less thah the bill for a steak
dinner and champagne at Ciro's,
“One_ thing_ I want, When
and If they should ever 'test
thic device on a' county-wide
basis, I want to climb on top
of .a tall bullding and say to
myself, ‘Vic, look at all the
ruckus you caused’.”

GEORGE DOWNING

On April 8 the voters of the
City of Torrance will go to the
polls. to elect’ three councilmen
who with the two holdover coun-
cilmen will represent the resi-|
dents of the city as members of
the City Council.

* Printed below is an-interview
with George W. Downing, one
of the five lndependvnt candi-
dates running for the office,
Previously the Herald has run
interviews with Ed Karlow, a
member. of the present council
seeking - re-election, and Jack
Whitg, president of the North
Torrance Homeowner's Assn.
Interviews with Mervin
Schwab, a‘past president of ‘the
Torrance Council of Churches,
and Mayor Bob L. Haggard, also|®!
seeking re-election; will be pub
lished next week,

In a general statément Down-
ing said:

“I have read with much in-
terest what various candidates
want and don't want, what past
councils have done, or failed to
do, That is not the issue. It's
what are we going to do about

GEORGE DOWNING REVEAI.S-
HIS ELECTION PLATFORM

We all hate to see increases of
this nature, I know I do, I
would' use every sound means to
reduce a family budget if pos-
sible, You know it is amusing to!
me to hear men aspiring for
office to ery ‘Cut Taxes!' I have
heard this political - slogan for
years, and where are we now,
paying the largest taxes in the
history of our mation. I am not
falllng for this ery and I know
den. than any other method.
you=are not either,”

“Every ‘sectlon of Torrance is
asking  for improvements, and
Jjustly so. These things cost
imoney, and must be paid for
from no other sourte than tax-
ation. However, I have advocat-
ed, for some time, a sinking
fund out of our surplus money
to care for emergencies and I
think this fund should not be
less than $100,000 at the very
least. We are going to be able
to use it in the very near fu-
ture, This' method would at
least tend to hold taxes in liné
and save the interest on bor-
rowed money. We should do' all
in our.power to encourage 'in-

improving this situation now,
That is what has interested me
since becoming a resident of Tor-
rance, T was practically raised
in Municipal Govérnment from
the old mayorality days tothe
present  City  Manager plan,
which T had a part in forming
there. I served under -both, also
in the police and fire divisions
and am conscious' of the fact
that we need expansion in these
departments, I am the senior
member of our civil service
board and have worked diligent-
ly the last six months with full
cooperation of the fire and police
chiefs, have made very good pro-
gress in the steps toward real
metropolitan departments, While
there is much more to be done,
I am grateful at' the progress
made so far and intend to con-
tinue till this is accomplished.
For five years I have taken a
keen interest in civie affairs,
day in and day out, never con:

+ v 4 Tells platform

fining my activities to just be-
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love people Rnd never am more
happy than when working with
or in behalf of them. My Cub
Pack of 52 boys, 8 to 11 years
old, 'is an ‘inspiration to me to
keep going.”

Q. What are your views on
the - annexation of Alondra
Park and El Camino College?
“The annexation question is
something that must be answer-
ed by a vote of the people. No
icouneil can decide this so why
kid the publie,”

Q. Always at election time
the threat of gambling inter.
ests  attempt to get a foot
in the door ln Torrance, What
I8 your stund on gambling?

“Gambling in any form is not

if I.did T would not

rance,”
Q. Taxes, up or down?

for me, T don't do it myself and
have to
drive far to satisfy that desire,
We don't need gambling in Tor-

“Taxes, that is a viclous word,

dustry to come here and ‘present:
industry to 'expand, this will
do more to relieve the tax bur-

Q. You advocate some type
of a citins advisory commit-
tee, Could you describe this
proposal in more detail?

“The Citizens Committee” is
something I have been striving
for ever since I have been in
civic affairs, This committee
worked out very well in Ohio
where I come from and it will
work here if properly formed
with any person having the
right to attend and voice his
or her 'opinion, This country was
founded and preédicated on the
theory that we could govern our-
selves, so let's get back to that
theory and get this committee
started, My activities have never|
been confined to any panlculan
group or section but to Toir-
rance as a whole, and my many
friends know me as one who
caninot be ‘pressured or intimi-
dated into doing anything I
think is unfair,

‘Downing lives with his iamlly

at 1611 Crenshaw Blvd. He has
two Sons and one daughter.
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